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• By reviewing 101 
published studies

European anchovy
Engraulis encrasicolus

European sardine
Sardina pilchardus

Round sardinella
Sardinella aurita

European sprat
Sprattus sprattus

Scomber scombrus

Trichiurus lepturus

Alosa fallax

Caranx rhonchus

Decapterus russelli

Pteroplatytrygon violacea

Saurida undosquamis

Jaydia smithi

Sphyraena sphyraena

Caranx crysos

Small pelagic fish (SPF) Research questions

SPF predator
groups

• Ecosystem structuring species

• High biomasses

• High turnover rates

• Link low-high trophic levels

Teleost fishes

Elasmobranchs

Marine mammals

Cephalopods

Sea turtles

Seabirds

Sphyraena sphyraena

Puffinus yelkouan

Scomber colias

Thunnus thynnus

Torpedo marmorata

Seriola dumerili

Sarda sarda

Caranx crysos

Alosa fallax

Puffinus mauretanicus

Sarda sarda

Trachinotus ovatus

Conger conger

Tetrapturus belone

Caranx crysos

Merluccius merluccius

Scomberomorus commerson

Phocoena phocoena

Caranx rhochus

Seriola dumerili

Pomatomus saltatrix

Delpinus delphis

Ilex coindetii

Hexanchus griseus

Phocoena phocoena

Euthynnus alletteratus

Mustelus punctulatus

Tursiops truncatus

Diplodus cervinus

Mustelus mustelus

Inverse pattern in 
sardine/anchovy

consumption

• Which are the main SPF predators in the Med. Sea?
• Are there differences in SPF consumption at a regional level?
• What is the conservation status of the main SPF predators?

Anchovy is more 
consumed in the Eastern 

side of the Mediterranean
basin and sardine in the

Western

TOP 10 SPF predators

West East

How?

SPF Predators in a nutshell

61 Least concern

79 predator species identified

38 non-commercial

41 commercial

Mostly pelagic
predators

Conservation status

6   Near threatened

5   Vulnerable

4   Endangered

1   Critically endangered

Puffinus mauretanicus
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