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Sardine recruitment variability off Atlantic Iberian waters has declined significantly in the last decade (Malta et al 2016, ICES 2018, ICES 2021)
It is difficult to identify the main drivers of recruitment strength amongst all those responsible for fish larval mortality (Houde 1987, Cury et al, 2008, Greer et al
2014).

N ©  There is a need to iImprove our knowledge of the factors involved In early stages growth because as fast as they grow the better will survive (Takasuka et al,
2003) to next stages/juveniles/recruitment
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Significant levels were set at a=0.05

CO N CI u S | O I S Sardine larval otolith growth was within the range of values presented by other authors (Alemany et al, 2006, Garrido et al 2021)

Increment width increased until ~15 days old and after that stabilized. We found correspondence to chronology of larval development (Garrido et al 2021)
Thinner increments were found In locations with lower temperatures which is the principal parameter we suggest to influence growth, followed by salinity.
Spawning takes place at temperatures 13-17°C (Stratoudakis et al, 2007) which were the temperatures registered in sampled locations
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