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Introduction

fish.

Map showing the Verde Island Passage, Philippines (Adapted from Geronimo, 2013)

Zooplankton links such high productivity and the
higher trophic levels, which are important to fisheries .
/ production. Chaetognaths are important predators of o F id W "« WP-2 Zooplankton
zooplankton, including fish eggs and larvae. They
are sensitive to environmental changes and serve
as biological indicators associated to specific watef

Verde Island Passage (VIP) is a crucial,
biodiverse marine corridor, with unigue
hydrographical features and processes
| driving high primary productivity that
supports rich fisheries for small pelagic

masses and productive areas

Objective:

Characterize the abundance and spatial distribution of

chaetognaths in VIP.
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. Materials & Methods
VERDE ISLAND PASSAGE (VIP)

“center of the center’of marine shore fish diversity in the world
(Carpenter & Springer 2005) Laborato Iy Processes

Study Area & Field and ldentification
Sampling:
e Survey Month:
May 2007

e Vertical haul:
24 Stations

\

Total Zooplankton Samples

Working Sample (1/4 Aliquot)

Major Zooplankton Groups

Parameters Net
d-: o Mesh size-200 pm;
measurea. o Mouth diameter - 60 ldentification
e Temperature cm (Unesco,1968) ch S .
e Chlorophyll a e Preserved In aetognath Species
o Salinity 10% buffered
 Stratification Index  gegwater-

" ’ - ([ ] W .
Current speed formalin solution
® W|nd Speed 125 random individuals

Chaetognaths

e 4% Total zooplankton density

Results and Discussion
Density Distribution of Chaetognaths
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collaboration with OceanBio Laboratory of University of the
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