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How routine semi-structured interviews with skippers help us better 
understand the ecosystem and find the needle in the data-haystack
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Trawling using a freezer trawler
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1 Capturing fish

2 Pumping fish onboard

3 Temporarily storing fish

4 Freezing fish

Typical trip duration between 2 – 5wks
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Where do the PFA vessels operate?

Blue whiting ~ 160.000t per year
Herring ~ 145.000t per year
Mackerel ~ 70.000t per year
Horse mackerel ~ 30.000t per year
Greater silversmelt ~ 6500t per year
Total ~410.000t per year



Self-sampling programme on PFA vessels
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2015 – 2026: Self-sampling haul, gear, environmental information, biological 
characteristics of the catch, length frequency

+2024 – 2026: Semi-structured interviews with skippers after the trip
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Semi-structured interview template

• Room for in-depth questions during the interviews
• Room for feedback by skippers on large range of (unrelated) 

topics
• Interviews take approx. 1 – 1.5u 
• 73 interviews to date, 106 species/trip combinations (~20% 

of all trips)
• Ability to perform interview depends on landing harbour, 

time to off-load catch and planning to go out to sea



Impact of 
wind on blue 
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Impact of wind on blue whiting CPUE

They stop fishing when wind > 9bft, 
and find a place to hide



Impact of wind on blue whiting CPUE
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Moon cycle on horse mackerel fishery



Moon cycle on horse mackerel fishery



Moon cycle on horse mackerel fishery



Survey design 
optimization





Survey design optimization – herring spawning grounds
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