
Knowledge co - production in the 
Pacific herring MSE process

Presenter: Jaclyn Cleary

04/05/2026



Jaclyn Cleary Ashleen Benson Jim Lane Sabrina Crowley Sean Cox Lucy Benson

The Team



BC Pacific Herring
Stock Areas



The MSE 
Process



Sp
aw

n
in

g 
B

io
m

as
s 

(k
t)

1950- 1965 
Reduction fishery

1972- 2010’s 
Roe herring fishery

Closed 2006 - 2011; 
2012 fishing opportunity 
allowed, but the option 
to fish was not pursued.

2013 closed again, no further 
commercial fisheries

1967 Collapse of 
commercial fishery

START 
MSE Process (2014)

WCVI History and Context

2020
Nuu - chah - nulth 
ʔuuʔaałuk ƛusmit  
EBM framework 
begins
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A Nuu - chah - nulth ecosystem -
based management framework 
for WCVI herring will consider:

Predation  and other at sea influences on herring

Aggregate  and spatial/sub -stock management approach

Potential  for in -season management options











The ecosystem approach to 
WCVI Herring management

1. Considers a wide range of information at 
several spatial and seasonal scales and sources 
(western science and Indigenous Knowledge);

2. Expanded set of objectives at fine scale;

3. Impact of predators on Herring directly 
included in operating models and projections;

4. Expands our understanding of what 
sustainability means.

Meet single species policy objectives, and:



Full Spectrum Sustainability
Canadian policy and international agreements require consideration 
of the ecological, institutional, economic, and socio -cultural aspects 

of fisheries. These are similar in scope to the UN Sustainable Development Goals.
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